Congress of the United States
Waghington, BE 20515

The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart The Honorable David Price
Chairman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Transportation and Subcommittee on Transportation and
Housing and Urban Development Housing and Urban Development
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Diaz-Balart and Ranking Member Price:

We write to request that the Committee once again support the Housing Opportunities for
Persons with AIDS (HOPWA) program in the FY 2018 Transportation-HUD appropriations bifl.
Along with the HIV/AIDS community, including the National AIDS Housing Coalition, we ask
for a funding level of $350 million, a $15 million increase, to ensure that as the Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) enacts the updated HOPWA formula, no jurisdiction
loses funding or leaves current HOPWA residents without supportive housing. We urge you to
fund this important, highly effective, and bipartisan program.

For 25 years, HOPWA has provided a national safety net for people battling HIV/AIDS, The
program provides competitive and formula grants to all fifty states, the District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. Through these grants, cities and states design and deliver
community-based, cost-effective housing and supportive services to people living with
HIV/AIDS. HOPWA is so important because housing remains the greatest unmet need for
people living with HTV/ATDS. Stable housing, like the housing provided by HOPWA grantees,
leads to better health outcomes for those living with HIV by reducing the risk of transmission to
a partner by 96 percent, reducing emergency room visits by 36 percent and hospitalizations by 57
percent. Providing HOPWA grants saves money for federal, state, and local governments.

Despite its efficiency and effectiveness, HOPWA remains chronically underfunded. In FY 2017,
with your support, we kept HOPWA funding at $335 million for the second year in a row, after
years of under-funding. At the same time, Congress passed legislation to update the existing
HOPWA formula and provide more funding to areas of the country where the disease is growing.
Those formula changes will result in several states and cities losing a significant amount of
funding the FY 2018. In a program as lean and efficient as HOPWA, less funding means less
people served. At current estimates, 3,000 people will lose housing this year under the new
HOPWA formula.

We request an increase of $15 million in funding to ensure that no one loses their housing in FY
2018. This modest increase will keep people in their homes and save lives. At a time when
Medicaid and many other programs on which people with HIV/AIDS rely are facing major
changes, maintaining stable and secure housing may be the difference between life and death for
many of the families and individuals who rely on HOPWA. We urge you to ensure no one loses
their home this year.

HOPWA is an essential component in the array of programs needed to assure the availability
of safe, affordable housing for low-income people with HIV/AIDS. As HOPWA faces major
changes that put housing at risk for 3,000 current HOPWA residents, we urge the Committee to
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recommend funding for HOPWA at $350 million in the F'Y 2018 appropriations bill.

Sincerely,













Rl R I I

N N N S T T S R VR VS VS T R TS VS T R O I S S I S S A A S e i el e et i e e
b — DD G0 =) Oh L P L) R e ODOND Q=] TN s LD — DD 00 -] O e W N — O

FY18 Housing Opportunities for Persons with HIV/AIDS

Jerrold Nadler

Joe Crowley
Pramila Jayapal
Alma S. Adams
Joyce Beatty
Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Garl Blumenauer
Robert A, Brady
Anthony G, Brown

. G.K. Butterfield

. Michael Capuano
. Salud O, Carbajal
. André Carson

. Kathy Castor

. Judy Chu

. David N. Cicilline
. Yvette' D. Clarke

. Wm. Lacy Clay

. Emanuel Cleaver 11
. Steve Cohen

. John Conyers, Jr.

. Joe Courtney

. Elijah E. Cummings
. Danny K. Davis

. Diana DeGette

. John K. Delaney

. Rosa DeLauro

. Mark DeSaulnier
. Ted Deutch

. Daniel M., Donovan, JIr.
. Keith Ellison

. Elliot L.. Engel

. Adriano Espaillat
. Elizabeth H. Esty
. Marcia L. Fudge

. Tulsi Gabbard

. Ruben Gallego

. Al Green

. Ratl M. Grijalva

. Colleen Hanabusa
. Alcee L. Hastings
. Denny Heck

43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49,
50,
51.
52.
53,
54,
55,
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79,
80.
81.
82.
83,
84,

Sheila Jackson Lee
Hakeem Jeffries

Eddie Bernice Johnson
Robin L. Kelly

Ro Khanna

John Larson

Brenda L. Lawrence
Al Lawson, Jr,
Barbara Lee

Sander M. Levin

John Lewis

Zoe Lofgren

Ben Ray Lujan
Michelle Lujan Grisham
Stephen Lynch
Carolyn Maloney
James P. McGovern
Gregory W, Meeks
Donald Norcross
Eleanor Holmes Norton
Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Donald M. Payne, Jr.
Scott H. Peters

Chellie Pingree

Stacey E. Plaskett
Mark Pocan

Jared Polis

Mike Quigley

Jamie Raskin
Kathleen M. Rice

C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger
Bobby Rush :
Linda T, Sanchez

Jan Schakowsky
Adam Schiff

David Scott

Terri Sewell

Albio Sires

Robert C. "Bobby™ Scott
Louise M. Slaughter
Adam Smith

Jackie Speier



8s5.
86.
87.
88.
9.
90,
91.
92,
93.
94.

FY18 Housing Opportunities for Persons with HIV/AIDS

Mark Takano

Marc Veasey

Filemon Vela

Nydia Velazquez

Tim Walz

Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Maxine Waters

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Peter Welch

Frederica Wilson



